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Few Divorce Cases Involve 

Child Welfare Concerns
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Chapter II

Child Protections Appear Reasonable 
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Existing Child Welfare 

Controls Appear Appropriate
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Statute Is Designed to Balance 

Child Protections and Parental Rights 
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Reviewed Cases Indicate Child Welfare 

Agencies Are Protecting Children
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Child Welfare Experts Report 

Existing Process Protects Children
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"There are tools in 

place that are 

available to judges 
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are being 
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designed to protect 

child welfare.”
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"I don't have any 

ideas at present of 

systemic changes 

that would be 

beneficial to the 

process."

"Commissioners 

do a good job of 

figuring out when 

there's been abuse 

and neglect."
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Disputes Over Children 

Significantly Extend Time Frames
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Divorce Time to Disposition
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Triage of Divorce Cases Could 

Further Enhance Child Protections
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Utah Uses a Domestic Case Management 

Program, Which Is a Form of Triage
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We Recommend…
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Review the Use of Child Protective 
Orders in District Courts

Amend Rule to Limit the Use of 
Custody Evaluations

Study and Expand the Triage 
Program to Other Districts
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Chapter III

Training Requirements Vary by Expert, 

Special Masters’ Role Needs Clarification
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Child Welfare Experts Vary in Training 

Requirements and Court Oversight
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Court Personnel Comply with 

Annual Training Requirements
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Training Requirements Depend on 

The Child Welfare Experts’ License
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The Courts Need to Implement a Vetted 

Roster for Critical Child Welfare Experts
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Special Masters’ Role

Needs Clarification
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We Recommend…
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Enact a Rule Allowing Court 
Oversight of Child Welfare Experts

Expand the Court Roster to Include 
Additional Child Welfare Experts

Adopt Guidelines for the Use of 
Special Masters
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